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GULLAH/GEECHEE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE ACT AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 3004, to amend the 
Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Act to ex-
tend the authorization for the Gullah/Geechee 
Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission. 

In 2005, Congress passed legislation—H.R. 
694, preserving the Gullah/Geechee Cultural 
Heritage. 

This law also established a Commission, 
nominated and appointed by the Secretary of 
Interior. 

At the passage of the original Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Act, the member-
ship of the commission was limited to a 3 year 
term. 

The Commission is comprised of 15 mem-
bers who are recognized experts in historic 
preservation, anthropology, and folklore. 

The Commissioners assist in identifying and 
preserving sites, historical data, artifacts, and 
objects associated with the Gullah/Geechee 
for the benefit and education of the public. 

The purpose of the Gullah/Geechee Cultural 
Heritage Corridor Commission is to assist 
Federal, State, and local authorities in the de-
velopment and implementation of a manage-
ment plan for those land and waters of the 
Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor. 

H.R. 3004 would ensure the continued pro-
tection and preservation of the history and 
contributions of the Gullah/Geechee people of 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Florida. 

Lastly, the law stated that the Commission 
should be terminated after 10 years. 

H.R. 3004 will extend the authorization of 
the Gullah/Geechee Commission from ‘‘10 
years’’ to ‘‘15 years’’. 

This Black History, the work of the Commis-
sion is imperative in facilitating the enhance-
ment and preservation of the Gulla/Geechee 
cultural heritage. 

It also continues to facilitate highlighting the 
important history of African Americans with 
Gullah/Geechee heritage. 

Indeed, the original Act, H.R. 694 as passed 
was intended to recognize the seminal con-
tribution of African American Gullah/Geechee 
made to American culture and history. 

These African Americans settled in the 
coastal states of South Carolina, Georgia, 
North Carolina, and Florida. 

Since its passage, the Act has facilitated ef-
forts in these identified coastal states in inter-
preting the story and role of the Gullah/ 
Geechee. 

Additionally, through the work of the Com-
mission, efforts are now underway to preserve 
the Gullah/Geechee folklore, arts, crafts, and 
music. 

Most critically, the Act and extension of the 
authorization of the tenure of the Commission 

will further support the work of continued iden-
tification and preservation of sites, gathering of 
historical data, protection of artifacts, and ob-
jects associated with the Gullah/Geechee. 

The extension of the work of the Commis-
sion under the original Act and this current 
legislation will yield benefits of education of 
the general public on the important contribu-
tion of the Gullah/Geechee. 

Through the educational outreach work 
alone, our nation will learn about the Heritage 
Corridor which comprises those lands and 
waters generally depicted on a map entitled 
‘‘Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor.’’ 

This is just one prime example of the benefit 
of the original Act and this current extension of 
the tenure of the Commission, which I rise in 
support of. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS JOE RIVERA 
MONTES 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
highest honor to recognize Private First Class 
Joe R. Montes for his courageous service to 
our great country during World War II. On De-
cember 29, 1941, as a very young man, Pri-
vate Montes answered our nation’s call to de-
fend our freedoms after the devastating attack 
on Pearl Harbor. He valiantly served in the 
United States Marine Corps enduring multiple 
battles in the South Pacific. During this time, 
Private Montes was awarded the Purple Heart 
for injuries sustained during the heroic Amer-
ican recapture of the Island of Guam in July 
1944. In January 1946, after the formal end of 
World War II, Private First Class Montes sepa-
rated from the Marine Corps after four trium-
phant years of service. His time in service was 
defined by extraordinary leadership and self-
less acts of devotion to his company. On be-
half of the men and women of California’s 3rd 
Congressional District, please accept my sin-
cerest gratitude for his dedicated service to 
our country. 

f 

NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES 
AWARENESS WEEK, 2016 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of National Invasive Species Awareness 
Week, 2016, from February 21 to February 27. 

Invasive species cause widespread damage 
across the United States. Billions of dollars of 
damage are caused by animals such as nutria 
in the South, sea lampreys in the Great Lakes, 
Asian carp in the Mississippi Basin, and 

quagga mussels in the west. We must work 
together to raise awareness of the economic 
and environmental damage that invasive spe-
cies are wreaking on our lands and waters. 

In Congress, I along with Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON of California, are co-chairs of 
the Congressional Invasive Species Caucus. 
This large, bipartisan group of Members of 
Congress from across the country seeks to 
bring attention to the danger invasive species 
pose. We often work together on policies that 
will reduce the impact of these species. 

This week, the Congressional Invasive Spe-
cies Caucus hosted an informational session 
in honor of National Invasive Species Aware-
ness Week that saw over one dozen groups, 
ranging from federal agencies to non-govern-
ment organizations, presenting on the dangers 
of invasive species and ongoing efforts to con-
trol their populations. 

On behalf of all residents of Northern Michi-
gan and the United States, I wish to honor the 
many citizens and organizations who work 
each day to stop the threat of invasive species 
to our country. I, along with my colleagues in 
the House, will continue to work to stop 
invasive species and bring awareness of this 
important issue to the American public. 

f 

HONORING 100 YEARS SINCE THE 
BIRTH OF ARCHIE MOORE 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100-year mark since Archie 
Moore’s birth, one of America’s greatest box-
ers, whose career took him from the ring, to 
the big screen in Hollywood and to San Diego, 
where his impact is still felt today as a cru-
sader against the gang and drug culture. 

Throughout Archie’s life, he competed in 
219 boxing matches, winning 185—131 com-
ing by knockout; however, Archie’s most im-
portant life work came outside the ring, when, 
in 1957, he founded the Any Body Can (ABC) 
Youth Foundation. In its 59th year, the ABC 
Youth Foundation continues to serve low-in-
come students throughout Southeast San 
Diego, and aims to empower San Diego’s 
inner-city youth with courage and dignity as 
they confront life’s challenges. 

Throughout the years, ABC has moved 
throughout the San Diego area, but its mission 
remains the same. They offer after school 
learning programs, where students can do 
homework and receive tutoring in a com-
fortable environment; they ensure that stu-
dents are able to ‘‘Bridge the Gap’’ during 
school breaks, by providing hands-on edu-
cational learning experiences and a meal free 
of charge; and in honor of Archie, they offer 
year-round boxing classes, where students 
can learn self-defense and build self-esteem. 
As you can see, Mr. Speaker, Archie’s legacy 
is alive and well in San Diego—it is seen in 
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